
Tacoma Community College
Policy S6 D 3B – Illicit Discharge – Storm Water Systems


POLICY 
It is the policy of the College to prohibit illicit discharge into the storm water system as required by state and federal law, including illicit connections, non-storm water discharges, spills, improperly disposing of hazardous materials, pet waste, and litter.

PROCEDURE
This policy shall prohibit the following categories of non-stormwater discharges:

1. Discharges from potable water sources, including water line flushing, fire hydrant system flushing and pipeline hydrostatic test water, hyperchlorinated water line flushing into the stormwater system. 
Planned discharges shall be de-chlorinated to a concentration of 0.1 ppm or less, pH adjusted if necessary and volumetrically and velocity controlled to prevent re-suspension of sediments in the MS4.
2. Discharges from lawn watering and other irrigation runoff into the stormwater system shall be minimized through best management practices activities and water conservation efforts conducted by TCC.
3. Other non-stormwater discharges shall be in compliance with the requirements of the stormwater pollution  prevention plan, reviewed by TCC, which addresses control of such discharges such as:
a. Automobile oil, fluid and gasoline spills.

b. Commercial vehicle hydraulic oil spills.
c. Improperly disposed hazardous materials.

d. Campus owned Equipment and Vehicle washing.

e. Pet waste
The activities performed on the systems which are owned and operated by TCC, consisting of potable water line flushing, fire hydrant system flushing and pipeline hydrostatic test are directed and supervised by the Facilities Department and will comply with the College’s policy. Contractors actively working at TCC must also comply with this policy.
The Facilities Department and the other appropriate College staff shall be trained to understand the regulations and shall be accountable for carrying out the steps necessary to comply with the regulations. 

Contractors and their staff working onsite for any purpose shall be accountable for carrying out the steps necessary to comply with the regulations and shall be required to produce evidence of training prior to work.

Hyperchlorinated water line flushing activities performed on the systems which are owned and operated by TCC are generally performed during new system installation and during system repair work. This type of work is generally done by trained contractors for TCC. Contractors performing this type of work shall be accountable for carrying out the steps necessary to comply with the regulations and shall be required to produce evidence of training prior to work. 
GROUNDS
Discharges from lawn watering and other irrigation runoff into the stormwater system, such as irrigation equipment which are applying water onto roads or walkways due to maladjustment shall be corrected by the appropriate Facilities department staff. 

To avoid washing pollutants into the MS4, TCC shall reduce the following discharges into the storm water system:

a. Street and sidewalk wash water, 

b. water used to control dust, 

The reduction will be accomplished by the Facilities departments. At active construction sites, “street sweeping” shall be performed prior to washing the street, road, path, parking lot or paved area.

BUILDINGS

All exterior building or structure wash down activities shall be done using BMP. 
All exterior activities designed to remove graffiti; mineral accumulations from CMU, Stone or similar hard exterior structure shall be done using the BMP which results in minimal chemical use.
PAINT, CHEMICALS, and PETROLEUM PRODUCTS
Paints, Solvents, Herbicides, Pesticides, Detergents, Acids, Cleaners, Disinfectants, Boiler Chemicals, Cooking Oil, Lubricant, oils and fluids such as automobile oil, fluid and gasoline/ diesel spills and Commercial vehicle hydraulic oils, and other chemicals shall not be allowed to enter into the Storm Sewer. 
If there is a release or spill from a vehicle, it is the responsibility of the user of the vehicle to inform TCC that a release of this type of fluid has occurred. TCC shall immediately respond to all spills when informed by either the vehicle user or by any other means. Any employee of TCC who witnesses a spill should report the spill to Campus Public Safety at 253.566.5111. The employee should report the location of the vehicle, a description of the vehicle, and the vehicle’s license plate number.

The Maintenance area, located in the north east corner of the site includes a vehicle wash area for campus equipment and campus vehicles only. This wash area is equipped with an oil water separator to remove oils, grease and other chemicals from the water before the water is discharged. TCC owned vehicles which do not fit onto the wash area will continue to be washed off site in a commercial facility that complies with required regulations.
MANAGING SPILLS
All service vehicles for security, custodial, mail delivery, shipping and receiving, maintenance, grounds and the print shop shall be equipped with oil absorbent pads, bags, gloves for the purpose of first responder. 

Grounds, Vehicle or Maintenance shop staff shall use the spill kits located in Bay 1 of Building 21 to contain, clean up any small amounts pollutants, oil, antifreeze, hydraulic oil prior to pollutant entry into the storm sewer. Use containment pillows and/or booms to prevent pollutants from entering the storm sewer. 

In the event that a spill is large and/or the first responder determines that the spill is unlikely to be contained or is too dangerous to manage or the spill has reached the Storm Sewer, Facilities department shall call one of the following Qualified Spill Responders:
Ventilation Power Cleaning (VPC)

3914 Leary Way N.W.  Seattle, WA  98107

Ron Christenson cell 206-391-6636, 206-634-2750

Certified Cleaning Services, Inc. (CCS)

Tacoma, WA 98445

Dave Johnson cell 253-377-5590, 253-536-5500, 1-800-290-3008
Heritage Crystal Clean (Previously:  Phoenix Environmental Services, Inc)
2212 Port of Tacoma Road, Tacoma, WA.  98421

Walter Glerup (Corky): 253-779-8474 Cell:  253-906-6487

walter.glerup@crystal-clean.com

If it appears likely pollutants may enter or if they entered the Storm Sewer which would constitute a threat to human health, welfare and/or environment, TCC staff shall:

a. Take further appropriate action to correct or minimize the threat to human health, welfare and/or environment and

b. Notify the Ecology regional office by phone 24 hour number 360-407-6300, the City of Tacoma by phone Emergency line 591-5595 and other appropriate spill response authorities immediately but in no case later that 24 hours from obtaining that knowledge and

c. Immediately report spills or discharges which might cause bacterial contamination of shellfish, such as broken sewer lines to the Ecology regional office by phone, the City of Tacoma by phone and to the Department of Health, Shellfish Program 360-236-3330 and

d. Immediately report spills or discharges of oils or hazardous materials to the Ecology regional office and to the Washington Emergency Management Division – CALL BOTH 1-800-424-8802 - (NRC) and 1-800-258-5990 – (WA EMD).
e. Facilities Department shall maintain records indicating what was spilled, the date and location of the spill and all of the activities of spill response by TCC staff and of the activities of all other responders.

PETS
It is the responsibility of the pet owners to remove the pet waste and to place it into an approved waste receptacle or carry it off site. Pet owners that use the campus trails have pet waste bags made available to them by TCC. The College will post signs stating that owners are responsible to remove pet waste.
DEFINITIONS

Best Management Practices (BMP): are the schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, maintenance procedures, and structural and/or managerial practices approved by the Department that, when used singularly or in combination, prevent or reduce the release of pollutants and other adverse impacts to waters of Washington state.
CWA:  Clean Water Act, Formerly referred to as the Federal Water Pollution Control Act or Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972.

Ecology:  Washington State Department of Ecology

EPA:  Environmental Protection Agency

Facilities:  Tacoma Community College staff responsible for maintaining the buildings and infrastructure on campus.

Grounds:  Tacoma Community College staff responsible for maintaining the grounds, walking, driving/parking areas and infrastructure on campus.

Illicit Discharge:  Any discharge to a municipal separate storm sewer that is not composed entirely of storm water, except discharges pursuant to a NPDES permit (other than the NPDES permit for discharges from the municipal separate storm sewer) and discharges resulting from emergency firefighting activities.

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4): A conveyance or system of conveyances (including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, manmade channels, or storm drains):

(i) owned or operated owned by a state, city, town, borough, county, parish, district, association, or other public body ( created pursuant to state law) having  jurisdiction over disposal of wastes, storm water, or other wastes, including special districts under state law such as a sewer district, flood control district or drainage district, or similar entity, or an Indian tribe or an authorized Indian tribal organization, or a designated and approved management agency under section 208 of the CWA that discharges to the waters of the United States.

(ii) Designated or used for collecting or conveying Stormwater.

(iii) Which is not a combined sewer; and (iv) which is not part of a Publically Owned Treatment Works (POTW) as defined at 40 CFR 122.2. The Tacoma Community College Stormwater system operates as an MS4.

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES):  The national program for issuing, modifying, revoking, and reissuing, terminating, monitoring and enforcing permits, and imposing pretreatment requirements, under sections 307, 402, 318, and 405 of the Federal Clean Water Act, for the discharge of surface waters of the state from point sources. These permits are referred to as NPDES permits and, in Washington State, are administered by the Washington Department of Ecology.

Point Source:  Pollution that can be traced back to a single origin or source.

Secondary Permittee:  An operator of a regulated small MS4 that is not a city, town or county. Tacoma Community College is a Secondary Permittee.

Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (Small MS4):  An MS4 that is not defined as “large” or “medium” pursuant to 40 CFR 122.26(b)(4) & (7) or designated under 40 CFR 122.26 (a)(1)(v). Small MS4s include systems similar to separate storm sewer systems in municipalities such as: universities, large publically owned hospitals, prison complexes, highways and other thoroughfares. The Tacoma Community College is a small MS4.

TCC:  Tacoma Community College

WSDA:  Washington State Department of Agriculture
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TCC Stormwater Management Plan
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