
A Nonrnwrsr CoMMrssroN oN
ll Courcrs erun Uxrvrnsm¡sIw

8060 l65thAvenue N.E., Suite 100

Redmond, WA 98052-3981

425 558 4224

Fu:425 376 0596

tM.nrvccu.org

July 8,2016

Dr. Sheila K. Ruhland
President
Tacoma Community College
6501 South lfth Street
Tacoma, WA 98466-6100

Dear President Ruhland:

Õn behalf of the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities, I write to inform you that at its
Jvne2l-23,2016, meeting, the Board of Commissioners did not accept Tacoma Community College's
Spring 2016 Ad Hoc Report which again addressed Recommendation 2 of the Spring 2014 Year Seven
Mission Fulfillment and Sustainability Peer-Evaluation Report. The request for this report was the
subject of Commission correspondence dated February 5,2076. In taking this action, the Commission
imposed Probatíon for a period of one year unless resolved sooner. The Commission based its action on
U.S. Department of Education 34 CFR 602.20 and Commission Policy, Commission Action Regarding
Institutional Compliance Within Specified Period (enclosed), which require that the institution take
appropriate action to ensure that Recommendation 2 is addressed and resolved within the prescribed two-
year period. In accordance with Commission Policy, Appeals Policy and Procedure (copy enclosed for
your reference), Tacoma Community College is reminded that imposing Probation is an action which
may be appealed.

In taking these actions, the Commission requests that Tacoma Community College prepare a Special
Report due October 1,2016 to again address Recommendation2 of the Spring2014 Yea¡ Seven Missíon
Fulfillment and Sustainability Peer-Evaluation Report (regarding Eligibility Requirement 19 and Standard
2.F .7). The Commission requests that the College submit its financial statements, audit and evidence of
governing board review of these financial documents in the Special Report.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

?Å
Sandra E.
President

SEE:rb

Enclosure: Commission Policy

cc: Dr. Mecca Salahuddin, Dean of Org anizationlearning and Effectiv 
"n"r, 

,..
Mr. Bob Ryan, Chair, Board of Trustees
Mr. Marty Brown, Executive Director, State Board for Community and Technical Colleges
Dr. Herman Bounds, Jr., Director, Accrediting Agency Evaluation Unit, USDE
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Specffied Period PolicY

If the Commission determines that an institution it accredits is not in compliance with a

Commission standard for accreditation or an eligibility requirement, the Commission will

immediately initiate adverse action against the institution or require the institution to take

appropriate action to bring itself into iompliance within a time period that shall not exceed:

fi¡'t*"tu. months, if thelongest prograrn offered by the institution is less than one year in

ì.ágtfr; (2) eighteen months, if the longest program offered by the institution is at least one year,

but less than two years, in length; o. (g) two years, if the longest program offered by the

institution is at least two years in length.

The Commission may extend the period for compliance noted above should it reasonably expect

t¡ut, Uur.¿ upon thä institution;s progress toward meeting the Commission'_s standard for

accreditation år eHgibility requiremênt, the institution will come into full compliance within a

reasonable timeframe. SLoulå an institution deem that as a result of mitigating circumstances it

is not able to comply with the standard for accreditation or eligibility requirement within the

,p..in"á period of ii-., the institution may submit a written request to the Commission for

additional time to come into compliance with the standard for accreditation or eligibility

,.quir.,,,..rt. The request is to be suÈmitted prior to the time limit for corrective action set forth

Uy'tt " Commission, provide a detailed- explanation of th." reasons why the institution cannot

cåmply with the stanåard for accreditation within the designated time period, and demonshate

tfratitre institution is making good progress in meeting the standard for accreditation. Following

a review of the reques! the-Cãmmissión will make a determination as to whether the institution

has based its request on valid reasons. If the Commission determines that the institution has

suustantiatea gooa cause for not complying within the spec.ified time period and is making good

;;;;;, to c'ome into compliance, the 
-Commission will extend the period for achieving

io.ripfi*"" and stipulate requirements for continuing oversight of the institution's accreditation

during the extension.
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